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 Governor Granholm says she wants to craft a law this summer that would allow 
direct-to-consumer wine shipments in Michigan. The U-S Supreme Court says the state 
must either allow wineries all across the country to ship to Michigan customers, or ban 
mail-order wine sales entirely. 
 0LFKLJDQ�3XEOLF�5DGLR¶V�5LFN�3OXWD�KDV�PRUH� 
 
 Until recently, the state only allowed Michigan wineries to ship to Michigan 
customers. The Supreme Court�VDLG�WKDW¶V�LOOHJDO�� 

7KH�VWDWH¶V�LQIOXHQWLDO�QHWZRUN�RI�ZLQH�GLVWULEXWRUV�LV�QRZ�EDFNLQJ�OHJLVODWLRQ�WR�
ban all wine shipments ± which would leave them with a virtual wine-selling monopoly. 
But wineries say ending mail-order sales would force some of them out of business. And 
*RYHUQRU�*UDQKROP�VD\V�ZLQHULHV�DUH�D�JURZLQJ�SDUW�RI�WKH�VWDWH¶V�DJULFXOWXUH�HFRQRP\� 
 

I think it is important to find a solution that does not damage the small wineries, 
but still maintains some of the features of the regulatory system. 

 
 She says that includes finding safeguards against teenagers using the mail and the 
Internet to buy alcohol. The wine distributors say the only way to ensure that is to ban 
direct shipping. For Michigan Public Radio, this is Rick Pluta. 
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 *RYHUQRU�*UDQKROP¶V�ZHLJKLQJ�LQ�RQ�WKH�GHEDWH�RYHU�DOORZLQJ�ZLQHULHV�WR�VKLS�
directly to consumers. The governor says she wants to help small wineries stay in 
business by allowing direct-to-consumer shipments. 
 The U-S Supreme Court has held the state must either allow out-of-state wineries 
to ship to customers in Michigan, or forbid Michigan wineries from mailing wine. 
 The governor says she wants a law that would allow shipping, but also would 
protect consumers and keep teenagers from using the mail to buy alcohol.  
   

It could be a very dangerous thing, if you are allowing the sale of moonshine, or if 
\RX¶UH�EX\LQJ�RYHU�WKH�,QWHUQHW�DQG�\RX�KDYH�QR�LGHD�IURP�ZKRP�\RX¶UH�EX\LQJ��
or if kids have access. So I think there is a balanced compromise position that can 
EH�UHDFKHG��DQG�,�H[SHFW�ZH¶OO�EH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKDW�over the summer. 

 
 The state House is considering a bill to ban all direct-to-customer wine shipments. 
That legislation is backeG�E\�WKH�VWDWH¶V�QHWZRUN�RI�ZLQH�GLVWULEXWRUV��ZKR�DUH�ORRNLQJ�WR�
SURWHFW�WKHLU�EXVLQHVVHV��7KH\�VD\�D�EDQ�LV�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�PLQRUV�GRQ¶W�XVH�
the mail to buy alcohol. 
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 Governor Granholm says she hopes the Legislature will find a way to allow 
Michigan wineries to ship directly to consumers. Michigan needs to change its law to 
comply with a U-S Supreme Court decision. 7KH�FRXUW�VDLG�WKH�VWDWH�FDQ¶W�Dllow 
Michigan wineries to ship directly to consumers, without allowing out-of-state wineries 
to sell directly to Michigan wine drinkers. 
 The state House is considering a total ban on shipping wine.  
 But tKH�VWDWH¶V�ZLQHULHV�VD\�D�EDQ�ZRXOG�GDPDJH�WKHLU�EXVLQHVVHV��,Q�Vome cases, 
they say, direct shipping accounts for a third of their sales.  
 TKH�JRYHUQRU�VD\V�VKH¶V�also opposed to a ban.  
 

I think that there is an opportunity to craft a balanced approach to this ± to allow 
some personal consumption, which would not put the small wineries out of 
business ± but still retain the important aspects of wine regulation ± wine, beer 
and spirits regulation in Michigan. 

 
 She says that would include safeguards against teenagers ordering wine through 
the mail.    
 0LFKLJDQ¶V�SROLWically influential wine distributors are pushing for a ban. They 
VD\�WKDW¶V�WKH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�HQVXUH�PLQRUV�GRQ¶W�XVH�WKH�PDLO and the Internet to order wine.  
   
 
 
   
 
 


